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Country
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Name of municipality

INNOVA Észak-Alföld Nonprofit Ltd.

Area in km²
Inhabitants

Contact Person
Name

Nóra Salya

Telephone

+36 30 510 5236

E-Mail

salya.nora@innoregio.eu

Website

www.innoregio.eu

Short Presentation of your Community
Please shortly describe
your municipality or city.
(max. 2,000 characters)

In the field of innovation INNOVA shall act as a bridging organization, supporting
the actors of the Triple-Helix concept (universities, industry, and government) and
the entire economy in the areas of innovation and technology acceleration. The
good connections within the region will help us establishing a system for young
entrepreneurs that will go beyond the borders, too. INNOVA, act for the
optimization of the cooperation of R&D+I stakeholders. Our mission as the
innovation centre of the region of Észak-Alföld is to support innovative ideas and
initiatives to success, building on the existing networks of national and
international actors. Thus, we strive to enhance the innovation ability, support the
development of innovative human resources. The main activities of the Agency
includes the creation and maintenance of regional innovation networks of
companies, universities and knowledge centres, providing innovation services for
businesses interested in innovation, development for experimental pilot projects,
organisation of innovation-related conferences, collecting the R&D results of the
region, organisation of innovation-related training programmes, conducting
surveys, analyse and observe the innovation activities of the region. As in the
framework of past projects, it is expected that the main actors of the region will be
profiting to a substantial level from all the knowledge sharing events and surfaces
of this project and they will be directly addressed with its results.

Key Industries | Industry Structure
Please name some of
the key industries in your
community.

The region is an important border crossing point with Ukraine and Romania, 12%
of the Hungarian frontier traffic is realized here. Accessibility is provided by
highways, railway network and Debrecen International Airport. Thanks to the
dynamic development of Debrecen International Airport, Hajdú-Bihar County and
its seat now have a firm place on the aviation map of Europe.
Significant export ratios are observed in the sales machine industry, chemical and
non-classified processing industries, average for wood processing, while relatively
low exports of metal processing and food industry. More than 40% of regional
industrial products are exported. It can be stated that a relatively small, highly
export-oriented, predominantly foreign-owned large corporations produce the
largest proportion of GDP and exports in the region.
The region is relatively poor in natural resources, the arable land, which could be
considered the most important natural resource, gas fields, thermal water are
relatively significant. However, the region has strong agricultural traditions.
Industry has the biggest contribution to the GDP followed by agriculture with
Desired Partnership Region
almost 11,2% which is twice bigger than the national average. Focusing on
industry, the county’s most significant industries are chemicals and
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multinational companies established their regional centres in the city of Debrecen
(capital of the county).

Desired Themes or Topics of Cooperation
Please name some of
the themes or topics you
would like to focus on in
an international
partnership.

We are interested in:
- support SMEs,
- networks, technology transfer, clusters,
- social innovation,
- science communication,
- geothermal energy, education, health and food industry, tourism, agriculture,
sports and wellbeing, ICT.

Status of Europeanization/ Internationalization
Please describe the current status of your community regarding europeanization/ internationalization.
International twinning
(city level) and/or
membership in
european/ international
networks

INNOVA has a really widespread network thanks to its experiences in the field of
participation in national and international projects as well. Through these projects
INNOVA is connected to 30 European regions and dozens of international
companies. We are a regular participant in the European Week of Regions and
Cities (formerly OpenDays) event series. This year we also participated as a
lecturer at the event representing the Észak-Alföld region, as a part of the
consortium for the European Week of Regions and Cities in 2017 next to the
following partner regions:
- Valencia
- Mazovia
- Wales
- North-Middle Sweden
- Lower Austria
- Centre Val de Loire and
- Saxony-Anhalt

Participation in EUprograms and/or general
experience

INNOVA has a wide experience in project development and management in
several FP6, FP7, INTERREG, Horizon 2020, Erasmus+ and Visegrad Fund
projects. The thematic areas of the projects are varied from geothermal energy,
education, health and food industry, tourism, agriculture, sports and wellbeing,
ICT and agriculture, but it is also active on the field of science communication or
innovation strategies. In recent years it has been involved in FP7 projects as
AFRESH, AMI4EUROPE, BIOMOB, CASC, CLUSTHERM, HEALTHTIES,
PLACES, and in INTERREG like IPP, InnoTrain, PERIA.
INNOVA is also involved in projects related the PCP instrument (RAPIDE,
Smart@fire and IMAILE) and active on the field of innovative procurements.
Smart@fire project intends to develop high tech firefighter gear and the IMAILE
intends to provide XXI. Century learning environment through PLE solution with
strong STEM support.
From 2017, we are partners in SMART_watch project (INTERREG Central
Europe) under which the partnership will develop a model for regional branch
observatories equipped with a set of monitoring and benchmarking tools,
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